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FITZGERALD, GEORGIA.

(Continued from page three.)

Sunflovirs, cte. The growth of this
soldier-founded city is covidence thal—

“Pence hath her viclories
No less renowned than war.”

The Grand Army of the Republic.

Fitzgerald leads all other places south
of the Potomac and Ohle in Grand
Army membership and patriotic work
connected therewith., It is headquarters
for the Departmen: of Georgia, with
officers os follows:

Commander, Leander Scott, Fitager-
ald, Ga.; 8 V. ., . A. Jones, Talla-
poosa, Ga.; J. V. .. P. Q. Stoner, St
George, Ga.; Chaplain, Rev. Jesse Mil-
ler, Fitzgerald. Ga.; Medical Director,
Dr. (. B. White, Fitegerald, Ga_; A. A,
G. and A. Q. M. G, 8 C. Brown, Fitz-
gerald, Ga.: Inspector, Willlam Friend,
Fitzgernld, Ga.: Judge-Advocute, W. M.
Seott, Atlanta, Ga.: (Chief Mustering Of-
ficer, J. H. Carpenter, Fitegerald, Ga.;
Chief of Staff, . H. Brooks, Fiizgerald,
Ga.; Patriotic Insiructor, Darius Nelson,
Fitzgerald, Ga.; Council of Administra-
tion, (&. 1. Haskins, Pos: 1, Atlanta,
Ga.; Lewls Thaver, Post 14, Fitzgerald,
Ga.; Samuel Emmons, Post « Fitzger-
ald, Ga.; 0. P. Webster, Po.\ 17. Fitz-
gerald, Ga.: P. Q Stoner, Pos® 20, St
George,, Ga,

Woman’s Relief Corps.

Colony Woman's Rellel Corps, 2, was
instituted March 4, 1896, Hattie A.
Dempzey, of Nebraska, President, and
a charter membersnip of 72, represent-
ing nearly every State in the Union.
Rinda M. Scott, of New York. President,
'S8T and "98; Mary A. Green, of Kansds,
'99 and 1%00: Ciara A. Sams, of Kansas,
1901;: Sarah L. Thayer, of Kansas, 1902;
Anna M. Rollings, of 1llinois, 1903; Tda
E. Newcomer, of Ilinois, 1904; L. L.
Hutchinson, of Kansas, 1905; Frances
L. Beauchamp, of Indiana, 1806; Mary
Webster, of Kansas, 1907; Eliza Mosher,
of South Dakota, 1908, The colony come-
pany presented the Society with two fine
lots on Main strest, and the Corps, with
the aid of the comrades, erected a eom-
modious hall in 18988, and occupied
jointly by W. R. C. and the Posts, . The
present membership is 635,

The Song of Veterans have Colony
Camp, No. 35.

Colony Post. 14, G. A. H.

a

Adft 3. W. Moore furnizhed The
National Tribune representative data
rélating to tiis Post, from which the

following _is condensed: The organiza-
tion was effected Dec. 14, 18856, in what
was known as the Commissary Builld-
ing, with the following officers: Com-
mander, V. . Dillingham; 8 V. C,
J. W. Barnell; J. V. ., J. M. Butter-
field; Quartermaster, R. B. Presson; 0.
D., 8. Fockler; Chaplain, J. J. Lohr; O.
G., J. W. Mcintosh: Surgeon, Dr. 8 B.
Coe; 1. G.. Albert Smith: 0. G., W. PYui-
leck; appointed Adjutant, E. Robinson.y

The following is the present member-
ship of the Post: Perkins, Hiram, Co. G,
6th Wis.; Chase, G. L., Co. B, 104th IiL.;
Hagcrman, Adrain, Co. D, 934 Ind.:
Monroe, A. W., Co, B, §8th Ind.; Page,
C E, Co. L 73d N. Y.; Burnham, J. W.,
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Cos D, 138th 111.; Meubeck, J. W., Co. A,
126th Ohio; Stone, 2. D, Co. 1, 169th N,
Y.; Kurrock, J.,, Cc. K, 16th N. Y. Cav.;
Booker, P. R., Co, (0, 21t Ind.; Durfee,
J., Co. F. 4dth Ohio: Clay, W. H., Co.
A, th Wi=; Radeliff, J., Co. K, 7ith
Ind.;: Hester, N. K., Co. G, 4th Mo, ("av.;
Pritchett, J. M., Co. A, 8th Ky, Cawv.;
Hiller, John, Co. C, 44th Ohlo; Hutch-
inson. M. E. Co. C. E8th 1il.; Andrews,
H., Co. E, 24 1il. Cay.; Burns, H., Co.

«F, §0th N. Y.; Davis, ™, C,, Co. E, 38th
IIL; Friend, Wm., Co. A, 38ith Mass
Slanzer, A., (o, F, 3Tth Ohlo; Harris,

C. J.2 Weimer, A. 8, Co. D, 165th Il
Nelson, D., Co, F, Bth Mich. Cav.;Wol-
emtt, W..H., Co. B, 39th 11.; Fields, A.
8., Co. F, (. V. 1.; Kramer, P., Co, B,
9th lIowa Cav.; Lang, Jacob, Co, (¢, 25th

Towa: Green, J., Co. B, 424 111; God-
frey, E. J.;: Mathews, R., Co, F, 4th
M. V. M.: Beirman, Wm., Co. D. 176th

N. X.; Starr, E. G., Co, A, 7th Pa. Cav.;

Scott, E, L., Co. C, 85th N. Y.: Flagg.
Wm. W., Co. D, 44th Wis; Guy, G. F.,
Co. B, 120th 1iL.; Young, R., Co. E, 46th
Kan.; McDonald, T. Co. E, 6th Mo,
Cav.; Ingles, H.. Co. M, N. Y. H. A.;
Cratzer. J. H., Co. F, 12th Ind.; Bryant,
L M., Co D, Tth Wis.;: White, Wm., ("o,

G, 16th N. Y. H. A.:
76th Pa.: Thomas, 8. F., Co. E. 1st Del.;
Bnyder, E. ., Co. A, 11th Mich, Cav.;
Alexander, (., 5th Conn.: Horner, Joel,

Christy. J.. Co. B,

Co. L 31st Wis; Trickett, L. A, Co, A,
126th Ind.: WhHson, Thom. Co. I, 2d
Ohlg Cav; Vogel, Jacob, Co. K, 1st

Ohlo; Huggins, J. W., Co. E,. Id Wis;
McKinley, J. 8., Co, B, 156th Pa.

The muster roll showed 245 charier
membyrs, wilthout doubt the largest
number ever assoclated as  original
members of an American Post.  bic-
Pherson was selected as the name, but
Inter it was changed to Colany Post
Shorily after orgunization Gov. Atkin-
son visited the clty, and was cordlally
welcomed by the Post With & mem-

* bership exceeding 300 it was decided to
€rect & G. A. B bullding, bst this was
finally given up, and the Post has since
been mecting in the W. 1t C. Hall. Two
other Posts were later organized from
-Post 14. one of them, 17, being still in
existence, bul Paost 1% disbanded, and
18 membership was absorbed by 14 and
17. The Posts of Fitegerald, supported
by the W, R, . and Ladles of the G
A R. have always been active in pa-
triotic work. They have donated in the
last three years 32 large fags to =chool
bhouses, and cach Memorial Day finds
the veterans and thelr helpmntes at
Andersonville Natlonal Cemetery, where
13,000 comrades are al rest.

Post 17, G. A. .

Comrade (. A. Oliver furnishes the
following information: Post 17, G. A
N, Depurtment of Georgin and South
Carolinn, was organized in April, 1837,
under the name of Fitegeraid Post. The
charter mvembers were composed of
eomrades who did not joln the Colony
Post and others who c¢ame here later
Jt= first Communder was . O, Goodnow,
who was also the first Mayor of the
city. The Pest held regalar meetings in
various places untll a permancnt Joci-
tion wis secured. About the same time
of thiz organization Post 19, called the
Neal Dow, was chartered. After several
years the two were consolidated under
the name of George Crouse Post, 17,
The new organizatios from this time
on had a very successful career, being
the banner Post of the Department,
having at one-time over 100 members,
but death and removals cut down the
membership unijl there are now about
80, with Comrade John M. Mosher as
present Commander. The Post has as
an Apxiliary in the Logan Cirele, 1, La-
dies of the Grand Army, whose mem-
bers are alwaye caring for the welfare
of the veterans

The present roster of the Post is as
follows: Allen, 1. B., Co, A, 20th Ohlo;
Barlow, J. W,, Co, I, 57th Ind,; Brooks,
©C.H. Co. O, 49th Mass : Booker, Wm..
Ca. E. ith Ky.; Buckley, J. C, Co. G,
Wth W. Va.; Brown, 8 ., Surgeon, 18th
Ind.; Carpenter, J. H., Co. K, 92d TIL;
Cowell, (. N., C"o. H, 26th Tnd.: Crowell,

- Co. 0, 36th Ohio; Connelly, J. W.,
H, 2ist Ind. H. A.; Coe, 8. B.,, Co.
Minn. H. A.; Carl, Wm.; Day, A.

Sth Ind.; Gould, H. M., Co. A, 5th

ster, O, P., (0. H. 45th Pa. Cav.; Waller,

Minn.; Guilds, 3., Co. D, 23d Mich.;
Greer, S8amuel, firer o, U. 8§ N.; Har-
rod, M. 8. Vo. B, 424 Ill.; Harvey. A. A.,
Co. ¥, 60th N. Y.; Hitcheock, N. H,, Co.
i, 75th Il; Hogan, John, Co. G, 34th
N. J.; Hooker, G. M., Co. A, 424 Ind.;
Hufl, John, Co. M, 4th Mich. Cav.; Ike,
John, Co. E, 11th Ohio; Keer, Hugh,
Co. H, Gth Mich.; Leppold, J., Co. K,
§6th Ind.; Lombard, R. ., Co. I, 21st
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Mass.: Moss, J. H, Co. K, 16th Wis;
Mavnard, L. J.. Co. H, 14th Conn.;
Mosher, J. M., Co, A. 64th I1l.; Mc-
Naught. Robt.; Oliver, . A., Co. K, 5th
ITowa Cav.; Pantridg-. A, Co. I, 6th
Iowa; Parrish, G. D, Co. D, 122@ N. ¥.;
Parnin, L., Co. I, fSth Ind.; Plopper,
M. H., ("o, D, 89th N. Y.; Porter, Milo,
Co. B, 16th Mo.: Ritchie, (. F., Co, B,
47th Wis.: Radeliffe, J., Co. K, 75th
Ind.; Ray, Smith, Co. M, 11th Ind. Cav.;
tathburn, H., Co. A, Ist Ind. L. A
Schroll, Jake, Co. C, 116th 11L; Emith,
Jason, Co. B, 125th Ind,; Smith, A. B,
Co. F, 1st Vi.; Stevens, J. B, Co, B, 1st
Minn.: Stout, J. M., Co. H, 3d Ohlo;
Simons, W. A, (o, G, 4th Mich, Cav.;
Singer, W. E., Co. L, 5th Ind. Cav.;
Stevers, Davis, 9th Ind. Battery; Todd,
Wm. B.. Co, L. #th Ind. Cav.: Tibbots,
D., Co. F. 93d Ohio; Van Wie, A,, Co. B,
2d U. 8. 8. 8; Waldren, J. B.. Co. G,
424d _Ind.; Warner, Jo., Co. B, 129%th
1nd.¥ Welker, D. £, (o, F, 48th Ohio;
Winslow, E. M.. Co. D. 105th IlL; Web-

J. M., Co. (. 4th Mich. Cav.; Winslow,

ows, and the annual cost is about 31.-
000,000. The pemsion is no gratuity,
but a just reward for services rendered
by men who fought and suffered for
what they deemed to be right.

Proposed Soldiers® Home,

Congressman Lewis, of the Third
Georgia District, has introduced a bill
in Congress to Iocate a Soldiers’ Home
in Fitagerald. The constantly increas-
ing number of Federal goldiers who are
coming South on account of the milder
climate seems to warrant action. How-
ever, the well-presented arguments of
the people of Fitzgerald will be care-
fully considercd by Congress, The most
southerly Howmne I8 now at Johneon Clity
in East Tennessee,

The Fitzgerald Guards, or officially
Co. €, 1st Regiment, Georgia Nationail
Guard, is one of the crack military or-
ganjzations of the State. It is officered
as follows: Captain, H, C, Johnson;
First Lieutenant, A. J. Reed; Sergeants,

M. P. Winslow, . A. Delong, Caleb
Stevens, H. (. Nelson, Isaae White and
Robert Hitch; Corporals, Otis Mc-

Michael, Yancey Bowles, Robert Owens
and Reese Thompson. The city also has
a8 brass band of 24 performors, and
they are pot stingy in favoring the pub-
liec with evening concerts. The leader of
the band Is a member of the City Coun-
cil. There is also an orchestra and
several musical and singing clubs.

Fitzgerald is, of course, a dry town.
In a parade the city could show a line
of about 40 antomoblles. The retail
stores all carry nice stocks of goods
and prices are reasonable, The fuel
supply Is sure and cheap ut all seasons
and ander all circomstances. As this
is 2 timber region. the prices of build-
ing material are very much® less than
on the prairies of the Northwest. For
tourists Fitzgerald has many attric-
tions. It is healthy, the climate is agree-
able, there are pretty drives, good fish-
ing and hunting, and fine stopping
places. Note the view In another col-
umA of the Hotel Lee-Grant.

Educational Adyantages.

One importam factor that has con-
tributed in o large mensure 1o the rapid,
substantial and permanent growth of
Fitggpernld iz itg excellent system of pub-
lie schools. The syatem was organized
in September, 1896, with a Superintend-
ent and 12 feachers. There are now 223
experienced, successful instructors, and

., A.. Chicago Board of Trade Badory.

The Bloe and the Gray.

The civil war closed 43 yvears ago, or
a decade more than a generation, as
time s measured in the life of man.
Naturally there is =entiment here as
eisewhere, and there i as much free-
dom of thought, speech and action ax
among enlightencd people anywhere,
While the colony originated ws a Fed-
eral soldier community, vel ther: never
wire any restrictions as to membership.
Auy respeciable white man or woman
was gladly welcomed, and all such are
still given hearty reception to the hearts
and homes of people. Of course, men
who had scrved In the Confederate
army Znew & good thing when they saw
and accordingly made Fitzgerald
their home, Gray-haired men of both
armies now meet In fraternal good will,
and net a few of the business co-part-
nerships are made up of Union and
Confederate veterans. They realized
that whatever tends toward unity is
true. The drums of war no longer beat
for them, and arm in arm they walk
down the wostern slope of life 1o await
the final roll call -
The ides of 4 soclety representing the
blue and the gray originated with
“Mother Enterprise™ (Mrs. Nettie .
Hall), the widow of a soldier and an
enthusiastic worker in matters social |
patriotic and e¢ducational. Her pen wos)|
long active in newspaper work in the|
city. At the opening of the Corn and]
Cotton Palace in September, 1596, lwp-!
arate parades of the veterans of the|
two armies were proposed, but thru lhvl
efforts of Mrs, Hall they united in one
procession, and, marching side by slde,
tliey charmingly imparsonated Frank
L. Stuntoen’s inspiring lines:

“We both shook hands in friendshlp, as
hearty nx could be,

Tho he had marched with Sherman,
and ! had marched with Lee.

“And we talked the whole thing over,
where the flag was waving free;

he had marched with Sherman,
and | had marched with Lee,

“The drums had ceased their beating,

woe 2w no sabers shine;

hair about his forehead

snowy white as mine,

And volees seemed to call
far, ¢ternal sea,

How

The fell as

us o'cr the

Where the men who marched with
Sherman are in camp with those of
Lae"

With 0ld Glory fizing over them they
marched to the strain of the “Star-
Spangled Banner.” The question of an
organization culminri«d April 27, 1887,
by the formation of DMue and Gray Bat-
talion, No. 1, with . B. Mull, a Con-
federate, a8 Commander, and M, 8,
Hezzod, Cnion; ax Adjutant, Since then
Commanders alternate, and the first
exccutive is now serving agaln, with J

W. Moore a8 Adjutent and Win, McCor-
as Treasurer.

mick The annual moet-

L 0. O. ¥. BUILDING.

ing is held on July 4, in the Blue and
Gray Park, n handsome ground, cover-
ing 13 acres, a gift from the colony
company. Gen. Gordon dellvered thoe
first anuual address The Society hus
an Assemb.y Hall in the park, where
regulir meetings are held. There are
now guite a pumber of Blue and Gray
Batialions in various parts of the South,
and a National prganization has been
perfected. The membership of the
parent  batthlion I8 as  Tollows: L.
Thayver, 1'.; Wrni. McCormack, U.; E.
Nickelson, U.; M. Luke, C.; T. P. Little-
field, (; G. M. Hooker, U.; D, Ba)ull,
(.; J. M. Mosher, U.;: F. D. Lee,”U.; L.
Clate, 17.; 8. G. Clark, U.; Tom Walker,

.: L. Scott, U.; M. E. Hutchison, U.;
W. H. Marston, 1',; J. Gonge, (C.; Dr.
Moes, U, James Price, U.; R, Mathews,
U.: John Huff, U.; Lee Rollands, TU.;
H. McFaddin, '.; A, C. Mathias, U.; Wm,
Friend, U.; M. 8 Herrod, U.; Jacob
Sehroll, U M. W, Hardin, (.; Albert
Smith, U.; . H. Brooks, U.; David

James Barnes, C.; Henry
Bruner, U.; John ¥. Mann, C.; J. W.
Moore, U.; Joel Thomas, U.; 0. P,
Webster, U.; G. W. Phillipa, C.; . C.
Lobengier, U.: Wiley Whitley, C.; Chas,
Alexander, U.; D, E, Fulbright, C,;
David Ewing, C.

Considerable pension money comes to
Fitzgerald, to both Union and Confed-
erale velerans, to the former from tha
United States and to the latter from
the State. Georgla has a very liberal
and comprehensive law, similar to the
National law. BShe begah this work in
1879 by voting 370,580 for artificial
limbs for dizabled Confederates, There
are now about 15,000 names on the

Clements, €.

Ao, F, 8th Minn.: Godfrey, E. I, Co.
3

grades,
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o teacher is added to the faculty who
hig not hiad both nermnl training and
uctual teaching experience in city grad-}

e schools of egual dignlty with those!

of PPitzgerald. The teachers are pald
larger salaries than any ity of equal
populntion in south Georgia, and the

regularity with which these sulariez are
paid alwayvs commund the very bost tal-
ent. The system provides a comprehoen-
sive courss of study. extending thro 11
A diplomi from the High School
admits the owner to the University and
to all other imstitutions of higher
learning in the Biate without
en entranee examination. The High|
Bchoaol hus o regular commercial
department, In which Dbookkeeping,
stenography, tvpewriting and telegraphy
arc taught, but the commercial course
is optional with pupils. Many of the
voung men and young women who have
graduated in this department now hold

Alabama and ieom, qlmur deciding
to try Fitzgeral ) ere in O¢-
tober, 1897, and tq:u'h!' st 10 years
1 have been completely eved of all
my bld troubles, As to ggneral health
conditions, I would state_that we are
not subject te any prevaili dseases.
Wea do not have epldemics Summer
diarrhea, scarlet fover, dipitheria or
pneumonia; (n fact, #phtheric and scar-
let fever are seldoifi Sesfh: here. We
have less malarial /knd fyphoid fever
than In most scctibhs. TFor the year
1907 there were only's0 deaths from all
causes in a white population eof §,000.
This is only 10 to 1,000, or'one per cent,
Not many cities of ‘this size can show
as good a report. Many of these cases
were people who cime here from other
sections on fecount of their health, but
were too much diseased to be benefited,
and died here,

“The following tablé of monthly tem-
perature record for the year 1901, which
was the most variable of the flve years
that I was U. B. Weather Observer at
this point, will give an idea of the worst
of our climatic condltions. There were
320 days when there was sunshine dur-
ing the whole or a part of the day.
There were only 45 days when there
was no sunshine, The hottest days were
one in June and one in July, when the
temperature reached 102 degrees for &
short time, but was down to 70 and 74
during the night. The coldest day was
in December, when 13 degreea above
wero was reached, but during the day
It was up to 40. At no time during the
vear did the temperature stay at freez-
Ing for the entire day. This frosty and
freezing weather during the Winter is
of great benefit In dostroying disease
germs and purifying the alr, and is not
sovere enough to be uncomfortable.
During 1901 there were more cold dayvs
than in any other of tha past 10 years,
and the Summer temperature reached
a#® higher point,

The record of 1201, by

v months, is as
follows:

0 . 8 3

S -~ ol .

E3 63 8 32 %

=W I8 . L - hoor (4
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& &7 0 orte
JANUALY s 78 4. 31 10 3.33
February ~, 738 21 21 1 5.84
March ..... 86 18 25 $ 738
April ...... 84 39 28§ 4 4.93
MAY  vesveas BB &0 29 P 7.04
JUNE s.eee.102 BT 2 3 4.64
JUIY c.cness102 66 a1 s 5.36
August .... 96 62 31 e 5.93
Beptember,, 80 54 5 b 4.85
O¢tober ..., 92 40 a0 1 1.10
November ., 87 = 27 3 47
December ., T8 13 27 4 3.57
320 45 D445

“The mean daily temperature for the
Winter months of 1900-01 wpns 48 de-
groes; for the Spring, 59 degrees; Sum-
mer, 81 degrees; Autumn, 65 degrees.'”

There aure only 72 G. A. R. veterans in
the Fitlzgerald Cemetery, a minimum
mortality rate not egualed anywhere
else in the country. z

Municipal Facilities and Improvements.

The city owns its water works and
electrie light plant, apnd both vield a
revenue over cost of gperating, and the
prople get good waler amgd lght at a
minimom cost, The City Hall is a sub-
stantial brick, a view of which is shown
in another column. (The Council room
and clity offices occupy the, second floor
and the fire depariment, the ground
tlvor. The latler consists of two teams,
four pald men, ineluding the Chief, W.
. Wikerson, and 20;volunteers, The
equipment includes g large chemical en-
glne, hook and laddes truck and hose
wagons,  There is 4 telegraph alarm
system. The water, us¢d Im the city
comes from artesian wells §00 fect deep,

wnd from a standpipe” 108 feot high glves

pressure encugsh to lh!‘u\\'
any bullding in the eity.
Is ample for presént use,

W. H, Green is SGpovintendent of the
light and water plant, under the direc-
tion of thres Coemmissicners, E. K.
Farmer, L. O, Tisdel and A. H. Den-
mark.

Extenglive municipal Improvemegts
are to be instituted this Fall, Oct. 15
having been designated as Employmoent
iy, whon work 1s to begin on varlous

witter over
The supply

regpongible and lucrative positions,
Fitzgerald hes the only free text-boolk |
system in the State of Georgla, all pu-!
pils from the primary grade thry to t
11th grade being furnizhed with text
books without charge. The High Schoot |
has a well-selected library of more than!
500 volumes, to which wvaluable addi-
tions are made every year. Each grade|
room s eguipped with meodarn
and s thorely supplied with

maps, |
globes, chartg and ail other school :llrl».I
0Old Glory fluats over each school build-|

ing, and all rooms are provided with
the Slars and Stripes,. All puplls are
taught the flag drill. and go thru with
this drill regularly at the morning open-
ing exercises. The revenue for the main-
tenance of the schools i3 derived from
an appropriation of four mills of the
ad valorem tux ol one per centum levied
on city property, from the city’s pro-
portion of the State schoeol fund, and
from the tuition paid by pupils who re-
side outslde the corporate limits of o
clty.

Fitzgerald recently voted §36,000 in
school bonds for the erection of & High
Schoal bullding. This bullding, which|
is already in course of cons:ruction. will
be nn  up-to=date briclt structure,
cquipped with all modern school appli-
anced, furnished with steam hent and
water, and will be ready for occupanoy
it the opening of the next school yoar,
There I8 also a colored public school.

Fine Health

Northern men, who have
Fltzgerald from the first, are pro-
nounced in thelr favorable gpinion of!
the all-around health and climatie con-|
ditions, The writer wlked with scores|
of mepn who =aid they cime on what
they thoughit were their “last logs,” and
now they dont know that they wers|
ever sick. Dr. L. 8. Osborne, an lowa|
mun, and now the City Health Officer,
says;

“On aecount of the location of Filz-
gerald, 125 miles from the Atlantic and
about the same distance from the Gulf,
In latlitude 21 degrees 2 minules § sec-
onds north, and longitude 83 degrees 2
minutes 7 seconds west, at an altitude
of §12 feet above sea level, we have an
nlmost ideal climate. With the maxi-
mum of sunny days, the dally sea breegs
s0 muodifies the alr that we do not have
the excessive dry heat of New Mexico
and Arizona nor the molstare of Florida
or Cabz. There is nelther the severe
cald of the Northern Winters nor the
high temperature of their Summers, We
are not sibject to the sudden and ex-
treme changes of temperature of the
Middle and Eastern States, We have,
therefore, a climate that i3 particularly
favorable to healthful conditions, espe-
clally beneficial to diseaces of the head.
throat anid lungs, as well a5 heart dis-
cases and rheumatism, The water of!
this section is soft, being very free from!
mineral constituents, particularly lime,
and on that account diseases of the Kid-
neyvs and bludder are materially bene-
fited If not cured. Those debilitated by
age, to whom the rigorous Winters of
the North are so trying, find in this eli-
mate just the conditions needed to pro-
long life, As one among hundreds of
others, I would mention my own case
as 4 sample of what this climate can dao.
From early manhood 1 have suffercd
from catarrh of head and throat,, which
gradually extended to the bronchi, until
I was & constunt sullerer from chronic
bronchitis and asthme. Nothing but a
change of climate every two to flve
years was of any benefit. I had tried
the climate of New York, North Dakota,
Missourl and Iowa wuntil the Bpring of
1887, when I was obliged to muke an-
other change. I made an extended trip
thru Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippl,

Conditions,
lived In

Statg rell, including spldiers and wid-

~

propoditions, , Including a sewer systemn,
$75.000; extension of water and light
plant, $25,000; County Court House and
Juil, §75,000, and High Bchool Bullding,
$40.000. It ls expocted that work will
begin before the vear Is out on a 350,000
unlon depot, and an electriec street car
gystem, nlready chartered o New York
and eltimore capitalists, and the route
out, Inve ng an expenditure of
F$250,000, and ecprs ure to be running
Jan. 1 next gnder a forfelt of $1,000. An
enlargement of the cotton factory I3 to
he made which wiil double js capacity.
The completion of these lmprovements
will place Fitzggerald In the front rank
of modern citles, glving It every munlei-
pal facllity and copvenence enjoyed by
very much larger ph

Fe official directors

feHows: J. Q. Kuapp, Mavor:; ¢, M,
Wise, Clerk; G. P. Mhgledordl, Treas-
urer; Aldermen, E. N Davis, J. M.
Mosher, B, ¢!, Musher (Muvor pro tem.),
. W. Hayes, W. It Paulk, J. M, Mece-
Donald, 1. R. Bighamy G. E. Ricker
and Thomas Wilson; Judge of City
Court. D, B. Jay; (I “olicitor, O, H,
Elkins; Chief of Police, . Harrlson;
Marshal, Herman Smith

The administration of the city from
the beginuing has been sbove reproach

The Improvements were made without
n Busplelon of wastefulness, and every
dollar in publie usges, from the water
works to sidewalks, was well spent.
The Newspapers,

In 1876 there were 137 newspapers in
wrgln.  Thirly years Inter there weoere
394, or more than double, in 201 eities
and towns, of which 2¢ were dally and
296 weekly. Fitzgerald has three, one
dadily, once tri-weckly and one weslly,
The fivst paper in the “Magic City” was
the Enterprise, Dec. 20, 1895, For s
erzl yvears it was edited by Mrs., Nettie
. Hall, popularly known as “‘Mother
Enterprise.” She was lame and walked
with & cane, but energetic for the pub-
e welfare, She was pucceeded in 1899
by Jesse Mercer, who s still In control,
In 1804 it appeared as a trl-weekly, and
it = intended soon 4o jssue it as a dally,
The second paper, the Leader, appeared
Jan. 1, 1896, by B. F, Knapp & Son, well
known in connection, with newspaper
work in fowa. They petined from the
Leader in 1899, but are.still residents of
the city, the son now sorving as Mayor.
The Leader, a daily, ispublished by a
company, of which J. H. Harrls is Presi-
dent, E. 8 Fuller (s editeor ana E. B,
Braswsll aszociate editor,! Other papers
have appeared fromgtime-tc time, but
most of them were consolidated with
the Leader. The Enterprize and Leader
are well edited and goed dpoking typo-
graphically, Lk

The Buslucss Led&ue.

A necessary ndjunct tocevery city is
aome organization whieh can give to the
public the benefit of the combined
thouglit and effort of its representative
men. Organtzed effort stands In much
the sume relation to fndividual effort
thut organized capital stands to indl-
vidual capital, It combines and concen-
trates, and #o gives force to all ldeas
and alms which make for advancement,
It is organization that makes the Stand-
ard Ml Compuny a force in business
affairs. It I8 organization that makes
the United States and Great Britaln the
two great powers in the world,

The Fitzgerald Business League has
o membership of 138 progressive citi-
zens, It is a non-political, non-sectarian
and non-mercenary organization. There
are other good men in the city whao
are not yvet members, Every citizen of
Fitzgerald gets.the benefit of the work
of the League. Therefore, every citizen
should be on the Roll of Honor, and

J

the same road from Thomasville down
¢losr to the Florida boundary., Fitz-
gerald is in the south central part of
the State,

glve the League hearty support by
thougni, word, sctlon and cash.

The officers and Board of Managers
are as follows: Presldent, H. C. McFad-
den; Viee President, W, R. Bowen; Sec-
retary, W. N. Northrop; Managers, J. G.
Knapp, D. B, Jay, L. W. Measkin, H. C.
McFadden, J. E. Mercer, J. A. Justice,
G. W. Smith, B, T. Strickland, E. F.
Chambless, John Seanor, J. H. Harrls,
G, C. Smith, J. E. Turner, Lon Dickey,
A. B, Cook, D, P. Adams, L. O, Tisdel,
John Levewett, C. W. Hayes, C, A,
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Holtzendorf, W, R. Pauik, Fred J. Clark,
W, 1. Bowen, George Ricker, B. C.
Mosher, H. M. Warren, I. Gelders, Wad-
ley Garbutt, E. K. Farmer, E. 8. Fuller.

It would be & romance of dollars to
narrate the number of men who have
mnde comfortable little fortunes by
trading in town lots, One will answer
the purpose. A young man in 1896 In-
vested $200 in lots, five years after sell-
ing out for $10,000, reinvested his
money, and not long since he refused
325,000 for hiz holdings.

One other instance: The Episcopal
Church was given a corner lot in the be-
ginning. It afterwards sold the lot for
£3,000, and bought outside the business
limits, The colony farm tracts have
grown into waluable properties. It Is
claimed that a dollar has never been
lost in real estate investment in the
colony limits. The Impetus in invest-
ment In Fitzggerald has. just fairly be-
gun. It is a city of much confidence in
itself, and in all communlty affairs there
is a solld, aggressive, enthusiastle co-
operation manifested now In the work
of the Business League, the motto of
which is, “Pull for Fitzgerald or Pull
Out.”

The County of Bem HIIL

Fitzgerald is the seat of justice of
BBen Hill Couniy, Ga.,, the latest born
and fairest of all of the Empire State's
many subdivigfons, Ben HIill will not
e found on any map more than a vear
or so old. To ecaxlly locate the *Magic
City"* on maps published during or prior
to 1906, find Erunswick, Ga., on the
sen, and then follow up northwesterly
the Hne of the Atlanta, Birmingham &
Atiantic Rallroad until you come to Ir-
win County, and you will see the nume
of Fiagerald; or follow up the line of

Under an amendment to the Constl-
tutlon, in 1994, the organization of eight
new Counties was ordered. There were
24 applicants, among them the people
of Iitzgerald, who desired a County
camed for Gov. Northen, who had been
active in promoting the interests of the
colony, The bill for Northen County
falled by ons wvote. The main opposi-
tion was against using the name of a
lving individual. In 1808 the Legisla-
ture was again approached, with Ben
Hill as the name for the County, and it
passed,

Benjamin Harvey Hill was one of
Georgin's great men, He served the
Htate in both branches of the Legisla-
ture and of Congress, in the latter meet-
ing in debate Blaine and Conkling and
other of the orators of that day. He
was algo a member of the Confederate

Congress.  In 1856 Mr, Hill, who was
a Whig, had a joint debatd with Alex
H, Stephens, a Democrat. The latter

took offense at some remark, and sent
Mr, Hill a challenge to fight a duel, this;
too, after he had given Mr. Stephens a
written explanation of his remarks as
he rememberesd them

Althp the code duello was not held
in such averslon ns It is to-day, Mr. Hill
wis wiarmly commended averyvwhere for
his manly refusal to engage in such an
encount.r. BMr. Hill's letter pefctically
closing the correspondence, exeept somoe
newspaper articles which followed, I8
an interesting document:

“Lav Grange, Ga., Dere, 6, 1856, Dear
8Bir: Your leiter of Nov. 20 was handed
to me a few moments sinee by Hono
Thomas W. Watson. Yon say that my
letter of the 24th uitimo has in it much,
both In tone and manner, personally
offengive in ltself, and, without specify-
Ing anything which you desizuate as
offensive, vou proceed to ask of me ‘that
sutlsfaction which s usual between gen-
tlemen in such cases.” It might be some
zatisfaction for you to shoet me, tho 1
should entertain no great fear of being
hit; but candor requires me to say, with
my present feelings, I could not de-.
liberately shoot at you, and for many
reasans, a few only of which 1 now

tho you may not consider your life
vialuable, vel to take it would be a great
pnnoyvanee to me ever nfterwards, The
ceagelesy accusations of my conscience
that 1 was a murderer would be the
bane of my future happiness,
ond. 1T am not conscious of hav-
ing given yon any just ground of of-
fense, In my letter of the 24th 1 au-
thorized you to construe my remarks by
the meaning of our own charge, to
which the remarks were intended as
reply. If the reply then was offensive,
it only proves that you o intended your
charge, and in that view you are en-
titled to no satisfaction, and I am satis-
fird with the reply. Furthes than this,
I distinetly disclaimed any personal al-
Iusion or unkindliness, and, notwith-
standing vour ‘Belllgerent message,’ foel
DR 10w, .
*“Third, If the invitation to mortal
combit is extended as a mere formal

HOTEL LEE-GRANT,

occasion to exchange a few harmless
shots, and then have an adjustment, I
con only say 1 never engnge in farces
nor make feigned issues, If I could be
made conscious that T had done you in-
justice, I should deem it a duty to re-
pair it, and should pot wait first to be
shot at.  If you did me injustice, I met
the occasion with the remedy, and it
does geem made a shot which produced
a wider, If not deeper, sore than any
within the power of powder or ball to
produce,

“Now, sir (as I always speak plainly),
I will only add that T know of nothing
which has occeurred between yvou and
me which ecould authorize or justify a
duel; and while I have never at any
time had an insult offered to me, nor
an ageression attempted, I shall yet
know how to meet and repel any that
may he offerad by any gentlaman who
may presume upon this refusal or oth-
orwiae.

“Yours respectfully,

Ben Hili County has sn area of 368
square miles, with about 13,000 popula-
tion, and was taken from portions of
Irwin and Wilcox, largely from the
former, It Iz bounded on tha north by
Wilcox and Telfair, on the east by Coffee,
on the south by irwin, and on the west
by Turner. The assessed valuation of
the County Is $2,976,374, with a bonded
debt of $75,000, just assuymed to build a
court houre,

Historic Incidents,

This region was g0 thinly settled dur-
ing the rﬁ\- war that no engagement
took place withia the present limits of
this County. The last fight between the
Indians and whites In this part of the
State, however, occurred In territory
now embraced in Ben HIll County. Un
March 3, 1818, the year Irwin County
was organized and opened for settle-
ment, Indians murdered a man named
Burch and wounded and scalped his
som, leaving him for dead, but he recov-
erad sufficlently to e¢ross the Ocmulges
and report the affair to the whites of
that neighborhood, and a company was
organized to seck redress and prolect
the frontier from further depredations
by the redskins. On March 9, 1818,
near where Bowen's Mill i= located, nine
miles north of Fitzgerald, this company
met a band of 60 Indians, and & fight
occurred, in which four men on each
slde were killed and a number wonnded.

Some 10 miles southwest of Fitzger-
ald I8 the spot where Jefferson Davis
was captured May 10, 1865. Following
the last meeting of the Confederate
Cabinet at Washington, Ga., the mem-
bers separated, each going by different
routes toward the sea coast, from where
they intended to embark for Europe.
Davis in his flight erossed the Ocmulgee
at Abbeville, passed near where Filzger-
ald is located and was captured two
miles north of Irwinville, where he and
his escort had camped for the night, by
detachmerits of Wisconsin and Michigan
cavalry, but not before a misunders

’

COTTON FIELD OF C. A, NEW-
COMER.

standing, Inr which the Michigan force
lost four men, having been mistaken by
the Wisconsin detachment for Confed-
erates. Lewis Clute, who lives in Fitz-
gerald, was a member of the Wisconisn
cavalry, and was present at the capture.
Davis had on a long waterproof for pro-
tection against the weather. He was on
his way to the Guif Coast, -
Topography of the Country.

Ben Hill ("ounty is on the crest of the
watershed of south Georgia. The Oc-
mulgee River, navigable at all seasons,
on the east, carries its water to the At-
lantic. The Alapaha'aind Withlacoochee,
south and west, mingle their waters to
the southward, forming the Suwanee
:‘;‘E‘\?mew River, which emplies into the
Fulf.

The surface may be briefly described
as undulating or gently rolling, altho
near the larger streams the inequalities
of surface are greater, while in some
sections far removed from streams,
there are thousands of acres almost as
lewel as a floor. The greatest elevations
(4560 to 600 feet nbove sea level) are
found In the part of the County In
which the city of Fitzgerald and the
colony lands of this County are located.

Along the course of the more sluggish
streams there are occasional marshes
or bay heads, a few rods wide, but there
are no large swamps (in the restricted
sense of the term) anywhere In the
County., A very pleasing feature of the
landscape, especially as viewed from a
sanitary standpoint, 18 the number of
clear, running brooks with sandy bot-
toms, which convey the surface water
into the crecks and rivers, thus afford-
ing perfect drainage—a prerequisite of
henlth.

In the Ocmulgee River practically
every species of fresh water fish aboond.
There are spring lakes in which fish are
plentiful, and there are also some min-
eral springs, the waters of which have
curative qualitien for rheumatism and
other dizenses

There is still good sport for the hunt-
er in the forests along the Ocmulgese,
as wild turkey, duck. squirrel, ete., are
comparatively plentiful, and there are
some deer left,

Soil and Products,

With the exception of amall areas of
sandy soil, found in some localities, and
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generally mixed with ferruginous gravel,
sometimes with quartz pebble, the lands
of this section are what are known as
“red pebble soils""—sandy loams inter-
mixed with small red or reddish-brown
pebbles, and underlaid at depths of
from four to 10 inches with red or vel-
lowish-red clay., BEvery mile of railroad
graded, every excavation made, every
well dug, refutes the falsehood often
circulated that there is no subsoil; tke
clay sub-soil is eVervwhere in evidence.
The question of the quulity of the =oil
can be dismissed with four words, “It
is all good.” The most important ele-
ment g a good mixture of brains with
the soil, God will furnish the main,
sunshine and warmth.

" Good crops can be grown for a time
without fertitizer, but with it much bet-
ter ones. Feeding the soll I8 Hke feed-
ing animals, Plants taking away from
the ground producing them exhausts
fertility unless something is returned.
The commercial fertilizers, commonly
used, return cost mary times over. By
the use of the cow pea and other
legumes the commercial product can be
largely if not altogether dispensed with,
as legumes thru systematic growing
under the innoculated method intro-
duced by the Government experiment
stations, supplies nitrogen, the element
most expensive in all matter of fertiliz-
er. The pebble-sand-clay soil, always
assures the making of good roads,

The adaptability of these lands to an
infinite variety of crops has been fully
demonstrated, As to the yield per
acra of different crops, with or without
the aid of composts or fertilizers, re-
ports vary widely., Cotton, corn, oats,
ryve, millet, Irish and sweet potatoes
are among the staples. The top line
cotton yield is that reported by J. Bis-
sell, who lives elght miles south of
Fitzgerald, near Mystic, 'Three years
ago from a measured acre of land he
gathered 2,102 pounds of seed cotton.
This was the result of careful experi-
ment with a fertilizer furnished by a
company offering a $100 gzold certificate
for the largest yield. H¢ won, and real-
ized $223.08 In addition to the prize.

Cotten.

Editor Mercer, of the Fitsgerald En-
terprise, is having a controversy ower|
this large yield, some of his newspaper
competitors claiming It to be a fish

“B. H, HilL”

story, Let us call Mr., Mercer's aiten-
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tion to a contest in South Carollna.in
1889, In which 14 farmers took part,
C. A. Murphy, of Spartanburg County,
won, with the marvelous vieid of d.:s‘
pounds of seed cotton to the acre. Tha
lowest yield in the contest was 1,835
pounds, but the average of the whols
number was 2,791 pounds. This 18
more than 14 times the average per
acre in the South.

J. A. J. Henderson, of [rwin County,
gathered a coupls of years ago 336 balef
of cotton from 343 acres, The cro
brought him upwards of $20,600. Both
long and short staple cotton grow In
this section; the former, known as Sea
Island, yields from 100 to 500 pound
lo the acre, depending upon man
things. This is the highest price cotton,
and brings double the price of the shorg
or upland grades. The Floradora o
Egyptian cotton algo grows here profit=
ably. Cotton is the best American cash
farm crop. The South has a monopoly
of itz production. Since the civil war
English mill owners have sought to de-
velop the cotton-growing industry n
Asla, Africa and South America, but
without success. They have decided
that the world must always look to thea
South for a majority of this wonderful
staple, The field for its expansion is
not yet reached, as only one acre in 17
is planted to cotton in the South. The
mills of Georgia last year used over
250,000,000 pounds. The wvast impor=-
tance of the cotton crop is not measured
by the value of the product alone, but
also by the wealth It brings to the farms=
ers and the employment afforded to
hundrads of thousands of factory work-
ers in the North and South. That this
country sells to foreign countries $1,-
270,000 of cotton or cotton goods for
every day in the vear is but ene item,
(lotton is one of the easiest erops to cul-
tivate, and no crop makes so slicht a
drain upen the fertility of the =oil, snd
for none has modern enterprise found
50 many uses for its several parts, The
cotton  plant yields, #n fact, doubls
crop—a most beautiful fiber and n seed
yielding both oil and feed, which, aitho
neglected for a long time, is now worth
cne-sixth as much as the fiber.

In 1896 there were about 160 bales of
cotton marketed In Fitzgerald. This
vear it is estimated that there will ba
15,000, That means about $750,000 for
the lint alone, exclusive of more than
pin money for seed,

Corn.

The yield of corn varles from 18

bushels uwp. Lee Rollings, an Indiana
man, living on one of the colony tracts,
last year gathered 76 bushels frem . a
measured acre. The crop thizs vear
promises exceedingly well, A ficld seen
by the writer at the edga of the ity
contgined stalks 12 to 14 feet high with
iWo nnd three ears to the stalk. In.a
contest between three farmers in Irwin
County, just over the boundary, result-
ed & year or two ago in the production
of 73, 84 and 38 bushels respectively,
The winner recelved a wagon load of
corn from each of the losers. H, W.
Busse¥, a farmer of Ben Hill County,
reports 102 bushels of oats to the acre.
; Potatoes, Irish and sweet, make larga
vields, and a crop of each can be grown
on the same land. The sweet potato ts
a fina feed for stock.
Two crops a year can be easily raised
of wvarious products Where oats ura
cut the last of May or 1st of Junec, a
good crop of hay or cotton ;AR be ralsed
and it does not require heavy fertiliza-
tion to obtain good results and keep up
the land. On land where melons are
grown, fine erops of peas or other forage
crops can be raised after the melons
have been gathered and shipped.

The fame of the Georgiz watermelon
Is as wide as the Union. Abogt 10,000
car loads are annually shipped to North-
ern States and to Canada. and most of
them are from south Georgia. Mark
Twain had just finished a Georgia
melon when he said In the Century
Magazine: It Is chief of this world’s
luxuries, king by the grace of God over
all the frufts of the earth. When one
has tasted it, he knows what the angeis
eat. Tt was not a Southern waternrelon
that Eve took; we know it, because she
repented.™
Wkile the snow iz still on the farms
of the North, and the farmer is cutting
the jca in the drinking troughs in his
feed yards, the gardener of Georglp is
watching his crops grow and preparing
to make his first shipment by refriger-
ator ecars on fast trains to Northerm
markets, When the Northern farmer
is putting in his first and only crop of
the year the Southern gardener is puts
ting in his second one, his first one hav=
ing left a taste for more of the same
kind in the mouth of his Northern
neighbor. In the Northern States, on
the parallel of the Great Lakes, man is
barred from his garden for six months
in the wear.

Tobacco does well, but no attempt to
grow it on a commercial scale has ever
been made, but in Counties south of
here it is being raised upder shade at
a vialue of from $500 to 31,000 an acre.
Sugar cane makes 200 gailons or mora
of sirup to the acre, or its equivalent in
sugar. Rice grows freely.
The hay crop | san important one.
There are more than a dogen standard
cultivated grasses, besides the noted
wild wiregrass, which Is the pource
of feed for live stock running at large
without care. Cow peas and the velvet
bean are wonderful forage crops, The
peanut of commerce can be profitably
ralsed.

Live Stock.

Live stock of all kirds, horses, cattle,
sheeps, goats, hogs and poultry, ara
ralseg here at little expense, Cattle gen-
erally run out, Winter and Summer, ex«
cept when & farmer wishes to enrich
a plece of land by penning cattle on it
Sheep are subject to few diseases here,
and pay well for the muatton alone.
Hogs are fed on chufas, peas and sweet
potatoes, with an occasional ration of
corn for a few weeks before Killing,
but they thrive and grow fat running at
large.

Poultry is not given the attention i€
should be. There are several farmers
giving special attention to It with profit.
J. P. Patterson, who came from Wash=
Ington County, Pa., four vears ago, is
having fine success with Plymouth
Rocks and Partridge Cochins. He has
made shipments of fine birds from Ten=
nessee (o Florida.,

The honey bee is also a splendid as-
sistant to the” Georgia farmer as a
moeney maker. The abundance of flow=
ers, sweet with nectar. and the long,
mild seasons, combine tp make the bes
business a profitable one for all engage
in it .

Nature is prodigal in floral wealth,
and where intelligent aid is rendered by
the homemaker most atiractive sur-
roundings can be made. The fMlowers
which c¢over the untilled fields and
bloom and blush unseen in forest dells
form no small part of the beanty whirh
makes thils *“the fairest land the sun
shines on.” In Springtime every streany
iz fringed with blooming flowers and
white banners wave on every hreeze. Wild
roses, ferns, rhododendrons, forest pinks
and wood violets spring up eyvervwhere,
while daisics and vellow buttercups line
every pathway. Of cultivated flowers
everyvthing grows in the open air that
can be raised in a temperate climate,
Splendid trees, the magnolia with its
superhb bloom. the oleander and the um-
brella tree grow in perfection. The
banana plant sends its broad leaves to
the¢ houselop and yields fruit, but not
the large full bunch of the country be-
low the frost line. There are no homes,
however humble, that cannot have
beautiful surroundings,

Fraits,

As a fruit-growing country this parg
of Georgia cannot be  surpassed,
Peaches—Iif this region had 20 other
claims ‘o distinction it could rest Wts
fame on peaches, the excellence and
exquisite flavor of which cannot be ex=
ceeded anywhere, Pears are alse =2
cholee erop. The Le Conte pear

nated in south Georgia. All staple vas
ricties do well. The popular kinds of
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grapes all grow, as well as that Snutq




